
TAKE, TAKE, TAKE AND..? 

Artists reflect about the over-exploitation of natural resources
Curated By:  A team of ten art history students of the university UAC, Cotonou, with the guidance of Stephan Köhler and Georges Adéagbo. Advisors: Didier Houenoude and Romuald Tchibozo, both Prof. in art history at the University Abomey Calavi. 

Numerous artists raise directly or indirectly the question what consequences an exploitative attitude towards naturals resources will have for both mankind and earth. We opted for some of the artists who avoid the clichés of self-evident polemics and rather transpose the articulation of their concern to a sophisticated, poetic yet thought-provoking level. Their works opened up choices for the viewer in a wide range of venues without imposing a “green” doctrine. 

Some artists let nature talk for itself through their art, by using non-man-made materials, merely by creating a context that makes the resourcefulness of the earth evident. Others traced processes of growth and made them visible with “zen-like turns” – and ingenious approaches. Some used excess and waste of industrial production to give useless objects new life or make them look like natural textures. Others had the courage to show wounds of nature and let the viewer add the scenario, which led to their occurrence. 
Even though the artists chosen for our project did not talk directly about society and politics, they pointed at how societies loose touch with nature and are blind for the consequences of overexploitations. Clever hints, negative forms, messages between the lines proved to be stronger than direct polemics. 
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Take, Take, Take and..? concept and production by Kulturforum Sud-Nord   
1. Aboudia (Ivory Coast) 

2. Georges Adéagbo (Benin) 

3. José Bento (Brazil) 

4. Daphne Bitchatch (France)


5. Radovan Cerevka (Slovakai)

6. Alice Creischer (Germany) 

7. Théodore Dakpogan (Benin)
8. Cecilia Edefalk (Sweden) 

9. Harun Farocki (Germany)

10. Carlos Garaicoa (Cuba)

11. Francois -Xavier Gbré (Ivory Coast-France)
12. Siri Hermansen, (Norway)

13. Alfredo Jaar (Chile) 

14. Isaac Julien (Great Britain) 

15. Clemencia Labin (Venezuela) 

16. Tara Mahapatra (Germany)

17. Tobias Lange (Germany) 

18. Christiane Löhr (Germany) 

19. Sayako Oguri (Japan) 

20. Zon Sakai (Japan)

21. Andreas Siekmann (Germany)

22. Jonathan Terranova (U.S.A.)
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24. Lois Weinberger (Austria) 
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26. Seraphin Zounyekpe (Benin) 
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Scientific Projects 

giz: Carlotta Werner:  foyer meglioré

Severin Tchibozo:  Endangered species in the mangrove belt. 

Magazines and Publications on view: NKA - Cornell University, Atlantica – Canary Islands, Chimurenga – Capetown, CTL Press - Hamburg, Prince Claus Fund publications – Amsterdam and Kawik Publishing Germany were available to the Benin Public for the first time in the historical halls of the National Print Shop in Porto Novo. 

Spaces: 

Porto Novo: The National Print Shop, Place Bayol. 
Cotonou: The shops SONAEC, BSS Supermarket, WOODIN, The Hotel du Port, O’Grill Restaurant, The American Cultural Center, The Campus of the University Abomey Calavi, The Bank of Africa BOA Ganhi Branch and the Business Center Branch. The Office of La cooperation allemande  Residence 
Place du Marché Fidjrossé. 

The Coastal Road:  Togbin Beach and the Center Kulturforum Sud-Nord. 
Partners: 

HFBK Academy of Fine Arts Hamburg, Dize Foundation Germany, OCA – Norway, The Prins Claus Fund – Amsterdam, Ministry of Education and Culture of Austria, Federal Republic of Germany Foreign Office, ifa-Germany, Konrad Adenauer Foundation Cotonou, The Bank of Africa Cotonou, The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Cotonou, The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Brasil in Cotonou, The American Cultural Center Cotonou, The National Print Shop - Porto Novo, The committee of Art-history students UAC in Benin, Europcar Cotonou, Hotel du Port Cotonou. 

Publications: 

Le Journal Officiel de la Biennale printed by the National Print Shop in Porto Novo. Edited by Richard Gbetey and Stephan Köhler

Design: Alexandra Bauch  


